GEORGE THE THIRD
express his astonishment that Mr Pitt should one moment harbour
the thought of bringing such a man before the Royal notice. To
prevent the repetition of it, the King declares that if Mr Pitt persists
in such an idea, or in proposing to consult Lord Grenville, His
Majesty will have to deplore that he cannot avail himself of the
ability of Mr Pitt with necessary restrictions. These points being
understood, His Majesty does not object to Mr Pitt's forming such
a plan for conducting the public business as may under all circum-
stances appear to be eligible; but should Mr Pitt, unfortunately,
find himself unable to undertake what is here proposed, the King
will in that case call for the assistance of such men as are truly attached
to our happy Constitution, and not seekers of improvements which
to all dispassionate men must appear to tend to the destruction of
that noble fabric which is the pride of all thinking minds, and the
envy of all foreign nations.
And the letter concluded with the request that, ' as far as the
public service will permit,' some of the present Government
should be given employment in any new Ministry.
Pitt made a dignified defence of his position. With regard
to the two Secretaries of State who had resigned in 1801 he told
the King plainly that c they were guided on that important
occasion by very different motives from those which your
Majesty has been led to impute to them '; and he repeated that
so far as he himself was concerned the question of Roman
Catholic Emancipation would never be resuscitated out of respect
for the royal wishes. It was a matter of * extreme regret' that
the King had rejected his advice to form a coalition, and he
begged that he might be allowed personally to state his case to
the King.
Unless Your Majesty should so far honour me with your confidence
as to admit me into your presence for this purpose, I am grieved to
• say that I cannot retain any hope that my feeble services can be
employed in any manner advantageous to Your Majesty's affairs, or
satisfactory to my own mind.
Such was Pitt's ultimatum.
The King had come to the parting of the ways. Either he
must see Pitt or make some other arrangements for strengthening
Addington's hopelessly unstable Administration. Undoubtedly
it was Eldon who persuaded him that the former was the better
line of action to take; and on May yth the Lord Chancellor
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